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Fireside tales
Two figures look at the summit of
Volcan de Fuego (Guatemala) from
their basecamp. In June 2018,
Fuego generated catastrophic
pyroclastic density currents that
devastated the nearby community of
San Miguel Los Lotes, resulting in
hundreds of fatalities and
considerable socio-economic
upheaval. In this issue, Ailsa
Naismith and colleagues investigate
how the past experiences of those
living in the shadow of the volcano
influences their propensity to
evacuate the area in the event of

hazardous volcanic activity.

Interviews with local inhabitants
reveal marked differences between
the perceptions of risk:
fundamentally, eruptive activity is
experienced differently by different
people. Read more on page 205
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